Notes for Design Committee

June 7, 2010
Question 2--What enriched the building....Open-ended answers--

Mentions in order of the 114 responses:

54
windows: size, quality of light, gothic

36
simplicity

27
sense of history (e.g.,traditional clapboard, steeple, white paint, black 
shutters, part of New England, part of what went before)

25
acoustics

22
sloped floor

17
see nature outside

17 
lack of adornment

13
entrance facing congregation

12
tin walls, ceiling

  9
height of ceiling

  9
curve of wall behind pulpit

  8 
colors of pews, carpet, walls

  8
bell

  6
small size

  6
entry way (not sure if they meant facing congregation)

  5
old glass in windows

  4
fixed pews

  3
rise of pulpit

  3
back door
  3 
double aisles

  2
vestibule with room for coats

single mentions:

deep window sills

oversized front door

truncated steeple

random width of floorboards

pews close to pulpit

the ability to make a circle

sconces

"the door to nowhere in the back"

A quote: "Its stripped down features made entering the building feel like entering a different kind of space, an opening to another world. And yet it was comfortable to enter, not in any way forbidding or strange."

Question 3--What the building lacked--Open-ended answers

Mentions in order of 102 responses:
31
bathroom
13
quiet, efficient heating

10
comfortable pews

  9
back or side main entrance

  8
place for parent to take fussy child

  6
Sunday school space

  5
stained glass windows

  4
energy efficiency  

  4
semi circular seating

  3
coffee hour space

  3
more warmth on feet, coziness, warm colors

  3
cross

  2
better parking

  2
hymnal racks

  2
flourishes of color

  2
good altar table

  2
basement

  2
balcony

  2
disability access within and without

single mentions:

more storage space

hewn beams

screens for windows

drapes on windows

inner office

triple pane windows

low enough pews or step stools for short legs

a focus up front, too blank

good sound system

different kind of steeple

art on walls

more light

more modernism

more natural elements inside

purchase land

hardwood floors
side entrance

natural wood

large space up front for chorus

clean odor, not musty

electric heat

brick building

sprinkler system

phone line

organ

all that Parish House has

original vaulted plaster ceiling

drafty entry

dehumidifying system

less distracting lighting, softer lighting

garden, patio, outdoor space, bench

stained glass window behind pulpit

direct right of way to Parish House

green design

local materials

waiting space for brides

adjustable seats

kneelers

local carpenters

