Questions Received from Architects 

Answers in Italics from the Design Committee, West Cummington Congregational Church
July 22

1. What is the relationship of Peter Talbot Architects to the project?

Peter Talbot Architects is a firm owned by Peter Talbot. He has volunteered his website since the fire to house architecture-related items--drawings, photos, etc. He is working with the Special Supervisory Committee of the church to help with insurance-related matters.

Neither Peter Talbot nor his firm have received the RFP or cover letter on July 21 as he and the firm are not interested in the project, either in a pro bono or paid capacity. He is the brother of one of our Design Committee members and the brother-in-law of our minister. This potential conflict of interest was assessed prior to formalizing our committee.

2. Will you be limiting the number of architects who you will interview? 
Our intention is to screen the proposals we receive and interview as many people/firms who meet our criteria. That may mean we do not interview every person who submits a proposal.
3. Will you be providing the names of the other architects who will be interviewed?

We think it might be useful to provide the names of architects who received our RFP and cover letter on July 21. We shall also provide the list of firms we interview when we have it available. The people/firms to whom we sent the letter and RFP are:

Kevin Chrobak, Northampton

Kevin O'Connor, Worthington

Jack Sobon, Windsor

Burr&McCallum, Williamstown

Linesync Architects, Wilmington (VT)

Lynn Rice, Northampton

Jeffrey Scott Penn, Huntington
Joe Mattei, Shelburne

Frank Demarinis, Westfield

Mary Kraus and Laura Fitch, Amherst

Bill Austin, Colrain

Tristram Metcalfe, Northampton

Eliot Ring, Cummington

Bruce Wood, Cummington, Boston

 July 25
1. Please tell us who has offered to do this work "pro bono" and does this offer include architectural and engineering services or merely architectural services.
The offer of pro bono services is not yet fully defined in terms of other services. The Design Committee has chosen to not share the name of the person making this offer.
2. Is there an existing site survey in digital (ACAD) form or will this have to be done as part of our fee proposal?
There is no need to provide a site survey as part of your fee proposal. There is not a site survey in digital ( ACAD) format. Further information and requirements about the survey will be determined once the project is further along.
July 26
1. Is the hydrant across the street from the site is a source of potable water? Yes

2. Are the dangling wires at the electric pole dead?  Yes
3. Are the questionnaire results/comments available? Yes, the questionnaire/comments in their full length will be made available to the chosen architect. The Options Committee report and Tally of Responses, available at WCCC website and listed on cover page of RFP, are the best sources of congregation comments until then.
4. Are all of the people listed as architects in your "answer email" registered licensed architects? We have not pre-qualified any person or firm. We have created a list of architects by responding to requests and to recommendations by congregants and others.
July 28

1. Has the property line has been "pinned" down and or do we assume as in the RFP ;

"We assume we will build on the footprint of the old church, though we have an additional 5' available to us to make a 40' x 55' building." The existing drawings show 40-9 x 54-9 so does that make it a 40-9 x 59-9 potential? 
The property line is in the process of being "pinned" down. The precise measurements of the foundation and footprint are not more clear than the assumption we have made in the RFP.
2. I had difficulty downloading the materials from your website listed on your RFP cover page. Please give me the address.

You can find the materials at the West Cummington Congregational Church website at www.westcummingtonchurch.org

Please look for the page Design Committee.
